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PREFACE.

— O S

Ture Kamba language is one of the great Bintu
_family of East Africa, south of the equator. The

tribe is settled in two separate enclaves. Krapf

found a population of seventy thousand to ninety
thousand souls, surrounded by aliens of the Hamitic
- and Nuba-Fulah groups, and he published a vocabu-
lary at Tiibingen, in 1850. Last, a missionary of
the Church Missionary Socioty, the author of this
grammatical treatise, found a large number of the

same tribe in U-Sagara, near his place of residence,

Mamboia, who had migrated southwarde. This

book is a valuable addition to our knowledge. The .

language is noticed at page 369 of my “Modern
Languages of Africa.”

ROBERT CUST,

Member of Committee of Church Missionary
and British and Foreign Bille Societies,
- and Foreign Translation Commillee of the
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.
Loxvox, . ‘
July 81, 1885, .







OUTLINES

or

KAMBA GRAMMAR.

THE ALPHABET.

Tuoe letters may be divided into three groups,
e.g., (1) The vowols; (2) The consonants; 33)
The compound consonants.

Tho vowels are pronounced as in Italian., The
consonants generally as in English.

A is pronounced like a in father.

Ch is only used as ch in cherry (c is represented
" by ).
D : -
% is pronounced like a in gate.
g, always hard, as g in gate ; never as j.
'}, liko ¢ in machine. ~

KANBA, ' »

B o

G



K A | .
L N T R
M 1
N
N ]
g, like o in Italian, negative wo or au in aught.
R
8 —
gﬂ, sk in shine,
g, 00 in food,
, a8 in very.
W 4
Y
Z, as in zeal,
Vowels. - Consonants. + Coinpound
Consonants.
CA B,D,F,G I, | Ch, Dz, Kb,
E J, K, L, M, N, NE, Ng', Ny,
I P.R,8,T,V, | Sh, Th.
g ‘ .W’ [ Z'
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SUBSTANTIVES. .

Kaxupa substantives may be conveniently divided
into nine classes.
" Gender is not distinguished by the form of the
words. When nocessary, it is denoted by the
adjectivo -tume, male, and -ke, female. : :

Substantives have two numbers, singular and
})luml, which are distinguished by their initial

otters. S :

It is of great importance to know well the various
classes and forms of substantives, as upon these
classcs and forms all adjectives, pronouns, and
verbs depend for the forms of their prefixes. ~ .

In the third class of nouns, in which no change is
‘mado to form the plural, tho number is shown by
the form of the prefix of tho adjective or pronoun
oonneoted with it. St

Cuass I. Those which begin with m-, 'm-, mu-,
mw-, and are the names of living beings. These
form their plural by changing their initial letters
into a- ; ag— ' o

%undu, a ma(tlx ;. , Aadu.' men, - .
tanya, a judge ; Atanya, judges.
Miongui, & gm%e"; -, Alonguiy gu;ﬁe RETE!

Muimi, an agrioulturist; Aimi, agrioulturista.




4 SUBSTANTIVES.

COuass I1. Those ivhiohbeginwith -, "=, M=, M10-,
and are not the names of living beings. These -
f:‘.rm their plurals by ohanging m-, oto, into

) 88—

M, a treolg Miti, trees.
'Mmongo, the backs ; Mimongo, backs.
Muguwa, an awl ; Miguwa, awls.

Mwamba, a baobab tree ; Miamba, baobab trees.

Crass ITI. Thoee which do not change to form the

plural; as—
. Numba, an house ; Numba, houscs.
Ngavu, a basket ; Ngavu, baskets.
~ Chengo, & camp ; Chengo, camps.
, & CATAVAN ;' Chalo, caravans.
Ngedsa, a chisel ; Nged:za, chisels.

- Crass IV. Those beginning with chi- and ki-
These form their plurals by changing their singular
prefix into i- ; as— .

Ka':g’andc', a cake; pod .;ma:gie cakes.
King'abwe, a centipede; Ing’ centipedes.-
. Kinyezwa, & chin ; ’ Inyema,’ olxixw.ped

Crass V. Those which in the singular begin with
i-, and form their plurals by changing ¢- into ma-;
— ;

- Itong’o, a civet oat; Matong’o, civot oats.

Jtumbs, an ogg ; Matumbi, eggs.
Tkugn, o fish; . Makugx, fistes,
Ithea, a flower; Hatbu, flowers.

OLass VL Those beginning with w- or w. in the



RUBSTANTIVES: 5

.singular. These form their plurals by changmg the
singular prefix into ny-; as—

U, . Nya.

Ulii, thread ; : Ndii, threads.
Wiiyo, a wall - Nyiyo, walls.
Wia, bnsmesa ; Nyia, businesses.
Uova, & loop ; Nyova, loops.

~ Notel. Thoso in « followed by th or Z take n only
instead of u; as—

Uthuku, ovil ; Nithuku, ovils.
Uzio, & face ; Nzio, faces.

Noto 2. U-, followed by lor r, takes 5, and changes
lorrintod; as—

Ulembwa, guttapercha;  Ndembwa, gutta; rohu
Ullss, nwugll; pe . Ndss, wallsgn pe

Note 3. U-, followed by b, v, w, changes n into m,‘ .

.and is always followed by b ; as—

Ubiyo, & knifo; M bayo, knives.
Uwathi, a song; . i, songs. -
Uwau, a side ; ‘  Mbau, sides.
Uwenyi, a razor; . Mbenji, razors,

Note4. U, followed by ¢, changes u¢ of the singular

into nz to form tho plural; as—
Utuka, night ; Nzuka, nights.

Noto 5. U, followed b, uy sxmply drops the u to
form the plu’ra.l ; 88— v P

Unyai, a foot ; Nyai, foet.

i Sl > o
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(] BUBSTANTIVES.

.. Note 8. U, followed by k, drops tho  and takes
"a; an—

Ukakaa, a nostril ; Makakaa, nostrils.
Perhaps aleo simply the « is dropped ; as—
Ukungu, dust ; Kungu, Qusts,

. CLass VII. Those which take ka- in tho singular,
and change ka- into fx- to form the plural; as—

Kalabuku, hare ; Tulabuku, hares.
Kamwanya, nooso ; Twmmwanya, noosos.
Kabindi, a joint; - Tubinds, jointa.
Kaindo, an insect ; Tuindo, insects.

Crass VIII, The word wands, a place. This word
requires special forms in all adjectives and- pronouns
connected with it.

) CLass IX. All infinitives of vorbs may be used as

substantives answering to the English participle in
-ing; as— ' :

Ku-thaima, hunting;  Ku-thaima, lhmtings.
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ADJECTIVES.

ApJsEcTIVES (88 in Swahili) follow tho substantives
they agree with, Each adjective is subject to a
variety of changes, according to the class and number
of the substantive it qualifies. Theso changes are
made at the boginning of the word ; as— o

Mundu mucheo, a good man.
Andy acheo, good men.
Mti mthuku, a bad tree.
Mibi mithuku, bad trees.

Substantives of any class, if they denote the
names of living boings, may take adjectives bearing
the adjectival profix propor to the first olass; as—

" Kiletu mucheo, & good girl.
Tletu acheo, good girls.
Morma mucheo, & good cow.
Miorma anins, small cows.

It is equally right to use the adjeotival prefix
proper to the olass of noun it qualifies ; as—

Kabizji kadids, a little boy.
Tubizji tucheo, good boys,

- Kana kaume, a male child.
Twana twaume, male children.




1- T8 ADJECTIVES,

i s

_The following are the adjeotival prefixes proper to
the several : of nouns :(—

Class 1. Sing. mu-, m-, Plur. a-,
II. ,, mu,m- , mi-

¥ ” ]

3 v w L 4, n- n-,

: (1) lv. ” ki‘l ” i"g

E " V. , di-. » 8-,

5 w VL. _ m- n-.

3 » VII. , ka- » tu-
» VIIL ,, wa. »w Wo-,
s IX. , ku- » ku-

Adjectives beEinning with a vowel require pre-
fixes ending with a consonant; as— .

Mu mwings, mu muingi, much dust,
Tuthoka twingi, tuthoka tuingi, many adzes.
* -a before e- and i- merges into e-,
-a- is sometimes suppressed before o-.
-i- is absorbed by a following -,

The following table shows how the adjectives are
formed and uaoﬁ — :

’ Class 1. Mundu mucheo, s good man.
‘ Andu acheo, good men.
»  IL Mtimcheo, a good tree.
Miti micheo, good trees.
» IIL. Numba ncheo, & good house.
Numba ncheo, good houses.
o 1V. Kimandi kicheo, a good cake,
' ‘ Imandi icheo, good cakes.
S w V. Itumbi icheo, & good egg.
Matumbi macheo, good eggs.
»n VI Uwathi mcheo, a good song.
Mbathi ncheo, good songs.




ADJECTIVES. 9

Class VII. Kaindo kackeo, & good insect.
Tuindo tucheo, good insects.
» VIII. Wandu pacheo, & good place.
_ Wandu pacheo, good places.
» 1X. Kuthaima kucheo, good hunting.
Kuthaima kucheo, good huntings.

The word -arata (IIow maﬁy?) takes the same
profixes as regular adjectives; as—

Class 1. Andn aanata? how many men?
» IL. Miti mianata? how many trees?
»w 1II. Numba nanata? how many houses ?
»w  IV. Imanda ianata? how many cakes ?
" V. Matumbi maanata? how many oggs?
» VL. Mbathi nanata? how many songs?
o VIL. Tuindo twaanata? how many insects?
s VIII. Wandu paanata? how many places?
» IX. Kuthaima kwanata? how many huntings?

The words -ondi, all, -we or -nai, having, take the
same prefixes as pronouns ; as—

Class 1. Andu aondi, all men.
" II. Miti yondi, all trecs.
s  III. Numba chondi, all houses.
»  IV. Imanda ichondt, all cakes.
w V. Matumbi yondi, all eggs.
»w V1. Mbathi chondi, all songs.
w VIL Tuindo twondi, all insects.
v VIIL Wandu wondi, all places, -
w 1X. Kuthaima kiwondi, all huntings.

. Class T. Mg:du yunai kiliku, » man having wis-
om,
Andu anai makuyu, men having fish.
o II. Muts unai mathango a tree having leaves,
Miti inai mabeki, trees having fruit,
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Class 1II. Numba inai iko, & house having dirt.
Numba zinai ucheo, houses having beauty.
»  IV. Kimanda kinai wwio, a cake having sweet-
. noss.
Imanda inai mabeki, cakes having fruit.
" V. Itumbi inas ucheo, an ogg having beauty.
: Matumbi yunas ucheo, oggs having beauty.
i w VI Uwathi unai uthoko, & bad song.
1 Mbathi zinas uthoko, bad songs. :
w  VIL Kaindo kanai uks, an insect having honoy.
5. TuindoZtunai nzea, insccts having wings,
3 .y VIII. Wandu wanai mba, a place baving roc
3! ' Wandu wanai nyichi, places having grass.
» IX. Kuthaima kunai uwéa, hunting having

dangor.
Kutharma kunai mbéa, hunting having
dangers,
The following " table shows the forms taken by
mwe, one, and -tagi or -engi, many.
Class I. Mundu yumwe, ono man, .
Andu aengi, or mangi, many men.
v I1. Mt umwe, one tree.
' Miti mingi, many trees.
s III. Numba imwe, one house.

Numba zingi, many houses.
w o IV. Kimanda kimwe, one cake.

. Imanda yingi, many cakes.
. V. Itumbi imwe, one egg.
Matumbi mengi, many oggs.
s . VL Uwathi umwe, one song, -
) Mbathi nyingi, many songs.

" VII. Kaindo kamwe, one insect.
Tuindo twingi, many inseots.
»n  VIIL Wandx wamwe, one place.
: Wandu wangi, many places.
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Class IX. Kuthaima kumwe, one hunting.
Kuthaima kwingi, many huuntings.

"I'ho word -nge, other, takes profixes as follows :— .

Class 1. Mundu yunge, another man.
Andu ange, other mon.
» II. Mii unge, anothor treo.
Miti yange or minge, other trees.
” III. Numba inge, another house.
A Numba zinge, other houses.
w  IV. Kimanda kinge, another cake.
Imanda tnge, other cake.
“ V. Itumbi inge, another cgg.
Matumbi mange, other eggs.
- YI. Uwathi unge, another song.
Mbathi zinge, othor son
” VII. Kaindo kange, another insoct.
Tuindo tunge, other inscots.
VIII. Wandu wange, anothor place.
Wandu wange, other places..
" IX. Kuthaima kunge, another hunting.
Kuthaima kunge, othor huntings.

-Nge, other, is often used as an enclitic; as—
Mundunge, another man.
- IRREGULAR ADJECTIVES.
These are formed after the following rules:—
1. By using the tenso of a verb oxpressing the
quality required ; as—
Ndata ikalakala, the stick is straight.

Ndata tmamels, tho stick is orookod. -
Muthungi ukuchuwa, the jar is full,

2. By using a substantive oconnocoted with the
thing to be qualified by the preposition wa ; as—
Mundu wa kat, & quarrelsome man.

”
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. 8, By use of -nat, having, and a substantive
expressing the quality required ; as—
Mundu yunai kiliku, & wiso man..
 Andu anai iko, dirty men.

4. By using the preposition -a with the infinite of
a'verb; as—
: Mundu wa kwaka, & builder.
Andy a kuima, agrioulturists,

Tre CoMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES,

. Comparison is expressed in the following ways.

1. By simply stating the qualities of the two
objects spoken of ; as—

Mundu uyu mucheo, mundu uiya, mthoko, this man
is good, that man is bad; this man is better than
that one. - :

2. By the use of ku-kila, to surpass; as—

Mundu uyu mucheo, akilite uiya; this man surpasses
that one in goodness.

Mti uyu kucha mno mwaka uyu, Rkukile mwaka
ula unge, this tree  bears vory much this year, sur-
passing that other year, .

The superlative is expressed by—

1. The simple use of the adjective; as—

Ands acheo athaime, the best men may hunt.

2. By the use of ku-kila, to surpass; and -ondi,
all; as—
. Mundw yuyu mucheo, kuakila andu aondi, this man

is surpassing all the men; this is the best man.’
mba yuyu aiaah‘la andy aonde, this mkamba will
surpass all the men, will be the best of all the men.
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NUMERALS.

TaE following orc the cardinal numbers :—

1 = Monds.
2 = Ker;'.
3 = Kadatu.
4 = Kana.
5 = Kathano. .
6 = Thandatu. . -
7 = Monza.
8 = Nyanya.

9 = Kgnda.

10 = Ikumd.

11 = Ikumi na tmwe.

12 = ITkumé na keri.

18 = » kadatu.

14 = 1) " kaM.

16 = » kathano.

16 = . 4 ” thandatu.

17= s Monza.

18 = » Nyanya,

19 = » kenda.
20 = Milongo sri.
21 = 5 NG c'mn;'o.

2= w n keri.

23 = 9" TR T ) kadal“o
.24 =, 4 o kana,

26= 1w » y kathano,




1+ NUNERALS,

26 = 9 ” 9 tha”da‘uo
gg = g » »n MORZA,
= g " Byanya.
29 = ” ” kenda,
30 = , flatu.
40 = ,, ¢na.
50 = ,, tithano. -
60 = Y] thandat“o
70 =-,, monza.
80 = ,, nyanya,
90 = ” kenda.
100 = Iyana.
200 = Mayana or mana macri,
1000 = Mana makums.
2000 = Mana makumi maers.

Probably the cardinal numbers are seldom usod
" by the Kambas beyond iyana, 100.

The number always follows the noun ; as—

” o

Mundu yumiwe, one man,
. Imanda idatw, three cakes.

When an adjeotive is used with a noun which is
qualified by a number, the number comes last ; as—

Mundu mucheo yumwe, one good man.
Andu athuku athano, five bad men.
Matumbi manini thandatu, six small eggs.

The ordinal numbers are expressed by the use of
the preposition -a, of ; as—

Munds wa mbee, the first man,
Muti wa keri, the second tree. ,
Kimanda cha katats, the third cake,
Kaindo ka kana, the fourth ingeot.



_ NUMERALS. _ 1B
The following are the ordinal numbers :— o

First, -a mbée.
Second, -a kers.
Third, -a kadatu.
Fourth, -a kana.
Fifth, -a kathano.
Sixth, -a thandatuy.
%levialnth, -a monza.
ight, -a nyanya.
: Niﬁth, -a kenda,
. 'Tenth, -a tkumd.
eto. eto. .
‘Last, -a mu-thida.
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PRONOUNS.

PersoNAL PRONOUNS.

Tue 'following aro the full forms of the personai.
pronouns :— ' '

I, ninye. Wo, nithi.
Thou, niwe. A You, tnyut.
He or she, miya. They, acho.

- The socond person singular is always used when
only ono porson is roforred to. '

_The first and sccond persons singular are often
contracted into nye and we. .

There are no special forms to denote it or they
when referring to inanimate things. .

The objective case of the personal pronouns is the
same as that given above for tho subjective.

The possessive case is genorally oxprossed by tho
rogular possossivo pronouns.

The ssive pronouns -akwa and -cko, which are
used with words onoting animato beings, may also
be used with words denoting inanimate things. The -
prefix proper to the class of substantive with which
. the pronoun agrees must always be prefixed, as—

Ngathi yakwe ndong’ola, the ox's hump.
quao chakwe uchs, the bridge of the rln)ver.
- KAMBA, . : o




18 PRONOUNS,

The_posscssive case is formod by profixing the
preposition -a, of, to & special form of the personal
" pronoun; as—

W-a-kwa, mino; W-etu for 1w-a-etu, ours.
W-a-go, thine; W-enyu for w-a-enyu, yours,
W-a-kwe, his or hers; W-eyo for w-a-eyo, theirs.

The proposition na, and or with, is often prefixed -
to a shortened form of the personal pronoun to
exprees and or with me, theo, him, etc.; as—

Na-nye, and or with mo; Na-thi, and or with us.
-Na-we " thee ; Na-nyui, ” ye.
Na-ya » him or her; Na-cho, " them.

Thesc forms are used to oxpress both tho subjeo-
tive and objoctivo cases; as—

Na-nye, and I, or and me, cte.
Na-tht, and we, or with us, oto. ]

The following prefixes are used in conjugating
the verb to denote the subjective or nominative case

of the personal pronoun :—
N-or ni-, I; Tu- or tw-, we.
U-, thou; M- or mu-, yo.

Y-, ya-, or a-, he or she; Ma, they.

The forms used with verbs to denoto the objootive
caso of the ‘personal pronouns donoting animate
. beings are as follows :—

-Ni- or -n-, I; ’ ~Tu- or -tw, us.

-Ku- or -kw-, theo ; -M- or -mw-, you,
-M-,-mu-, -mto-, him or her; -4-, them. ‘
These subjective and objective prefixes are onl
used with. substantives of the first class, and wit{
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thoso words, which, boing tho names of animato

boings, usoe the prefixes propor to the first class.

Wheorever possiblo, thoso prefixes onding in a
vowol must be followed by a syllable boginning
with a consonant ; and thoso onding in a consonant,
mustlbq followed by a syllable beginning with a
vowol.

When two vowels como together, a chango is
generally mado in ono of them ; as—

Twingi for tu-ingi, many

Wenyu for wa-enyu, you.

Twiuza for tu-tuza, wo dig.

Yu-kwenda, not yu-ku-enda, he loves thee.

The following profixes aro used to oxpress the
personal pronoun when required by words denoting
inanimate objocts.

The Subjective Case.
Class II, Sing. u-, wa-,  Plur, i-, ya-.
» IIL I:, ya-. o  Zi- 2=,
w IV. !‘1': ch-, w i y-
”» V. o ey n & g~
w VL, u- wa- »  Ziey B
»w VIL ,, ka-, ka- »  tue, tWe,
o» VIIL ,, we, wa-, w We
. IX., ,, ku-, kw-, »  Ku-, kwe,
The Objective Casé.”
i Cluss I Sing. -u-. Pluy, -i-,
! w IIL 0 e » i~
' ” Iv. ”» "ki‘o ” 1=
» V. 4 ci- »n -8

” VI. » “U-, ” 'zi'o
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" Olass VII. Sing, -ka-.  Plur, -tu-.
” VIIIO ” “Wa-, ” “Wo~,

‘" IX’ ” 'k“" ” ‘k“‘o

. The prefixes ya- and -ya- are often used by those
;l;o are sox‘xlxewhat uooqgaintod with thf Swahili
age to donote ga- and -ga- respeotively.
:‘ Igu,theie prefixcs -u- becomes -w-, and -i- becomes .
-§-, bofore vowels, : -
The following tablo shows the manner of using
the objective prefixes. - ' ,
v'l;l'no objective prefix immediately precedes the
ver .
The use of tho prefixes with both vowel and
consonantal verbs is shown. :

¢ Olass I. Yu-ni-laa, he solls me.
: Yu-n-ua, ho buys me,
Yu-ku-taa, he sells you.
Yu-kio-ua, he buys you.
.+ Yu-mu-taa, he sells him.
— Yu-mw-ua, ho buys him.
_ . Yu-tu-taa, he sells us.
" . Yu-tw-ua, he buys us.
' Yu-mu-taa, he sells you.
. Yu-mw-ua, he buys you.
. Yu-a-taa, he sells them.
.+ .- Yu-a-ua, he 'b;{s them. .
w L. Yu-u-taa, he sells it (muti, & trec).
’ Yu-w-ya, he buys it.
Yu-i-taa, he sells them (mits, trees).
- Yu-y-ua, he buys them.
» IIL Yu-i-taa, he sells it (numba, & house).
Yu-y-ua, he buys it.. - : v
* - - Ywsi-taa, he sells them (sumba, houses).
. +  ¥u-si-ua, he buys them: :
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Class ~ IV. Yu-ki-tna, he solls it (kimanda, o osl:o)
Yu-ki-ua, he buys it. .
Yu-i-laa, ho solls thon (imanda, eokea)
"~ - Yu-y-ua, ho burl them. .
w V. Yu-i-taa, he sells it (itumbi, an egg)
Yu-y-ua, he buys it.
Yu-ga-taa,ho sclls thom (matumbi, oggs).
. Yu-ga-ua, he buys them.
" VI. Yn-u-taa, ho solls it (swathi, a song).
Yu-w-ua, ho buys it.
Yu-zi-taa, ho sells them (mbathi, aongs)
: Yu-zi-ua, he buys them.
w VI Yu-ka-taa, he sells it (kaindo, an maoot))
C Yu-ka-ua, he buys it.
Yu-tu-taa, ho sells them (tumdo msects))
Yu-tw-ua, he buys them. .
w  VIII. Yw-wa-laa, ho sclls xt or thom (wandu, -
place or places).
Yu-wa-ua, he buys it or them.,
" IX. Yu-ku-taa, he sells it or them (kutkama,
hunting or huntings).
Yu-kwo.ua, he buys it or them,

i

In all cases the first prefix is that of the snbgeohve
case of tho personal pronoun; as— -

Yuka-zi-taa numba he will sell the houues. . o

Tho full forms of the personal pronounl are often
used for omphasis ; as— - :

Ninge ni-ka-ku-taa niwe, 1, I will certainly sell you.
Miya yu-ni-wenda’ mnye, 'he, he does love me.

Pomnssma PRrOROUNS,

The posscssive pronouns always follow direct]
" after the noun denoting the thing posuessed. y
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The prefix varies according to tho class and
number of the word denoting the thing possessed.

The change is always mado at the beginning of
the word.

The unchangcablo parts aro as follows :—

My, -kwa, Onr, -etu.
Thy, -go. . Your, -enyu.
His, hers, its, -kwe. Their, -eyo.

The third persons, singular and plural, of these
forms are for all classes of substantives denoting
either animate or inanimato objects.

All the above forms are often used as enclitics,
: ially with such common words as ; mwana, & son,
m. fnt{er, miwanatha, & brother ; as—

Mwanakwa, my child.
Mwanago, thy child.
Muwanakwe, his or her child.
Muwanetu, our child.
Mwanenyu, your child.
Mwaneyo, their child. -

In the plural numbers the final -a of the sub-
stantive is absorbed by the initial vowel of the
pmm. .

The initial letters proper to each class of sub-
~ stantives aro as follows :—

Class I. Sing. w-a-, Plur, w-a-,
" IL. 4 wa. , ya-
” ]IIo ”» y'a‘o [1} Z-8~ .
” Ix. s Oh-a- i,
) . ” 1-8-. ) S°a" or y-a-.
:, VI ,, wa-. :, z-a-, '_y
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Class VII. Sing. k-a-. Plur. tu-a-.
w VIII. ,, wa. , Wwa-
" IX. ,, kwa- , kw-a-,

Examples of tho uso and forms of the possessive
prqpoun. -
Class I. Mundu wakwa, wago, wakwe, wel, wenyu,
‘ ) wayo.
Andu akwa, ago, akwe, actu,” aenyu, ayo.
o II. Muti wakwa, wago, wakwe, welu, wenyn,
Mwayo
iti yakwa, yago, yakuwe, yetu, yeuyw, yayo.
» III. Numba yakwa, yago, yakwc: yetu, yenyu,
yago.
Numba zakwa, zago, zakwe, zelw, zengu,

” IV. Ktmanda chakwa, chago, chakwe, chetu, -
chenyu, chayo.
Imanda syakwa, iyago, iyakwe, iyets,
iyenyu, iyaye.
» V. Ttumbi' iyakwa, iyago, syakwo, iyeln,
iyenyu, iyayo. -
Matumbi gakwa, gago, gakice, getu, genys,
. gayo.
. VI Uwatlu wakwa, wago, wakwe, wely, wenyn,
wayo.
Mbalhz zakwa, zago, zakwe, zclu, zenyu,

" VIIL Kcizcdo Fakwa, lcago, kakwe, ketu, kenyu,

yo.
Tuindo twakwa, twago, twakwe, tcels,
twenyy, twayo.
»w  VIII, Wandu wakwa, sago, wakwe, weln,
wenyt, wayo,
Wands wakwa, wago, wcakwe, welu,
wenyy, wayo,
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Class IX. Kuthaima kwakwa, kwago, kwakwe, kwetu,
o kwenyu, kwayo. .

Kuthaima kwakwa, kwago, kwakwe, kwetu,

kwenyu, kwayo.

Sometimes the personal pronouns are used directly
after tho possessivo pronouns, for the sake of giving
emphasis ; as— '

Kimanda chakiwca ninye, my own cake.
Mbathi zago niwe, your own songs,
Matumbi genyu inyui, your own eggs.
Mitu yayo acho, their own trees. -

When it is necessary to denote the owner of a
thing, the preposition -a, of, is used, having the
initial letters proper to the class and number of the
substantive with which it is used; as—

Numba ya kithwia, the king’s house. *
Ttumo iya Mkamba, the Mkamba's spear,

. When it is desirable to denote very distinotly the
-owner of a thing, the proper possessive pronoun is
need instead of the preposition -a, of ; as—
Ndong'ola zakwe kithwia, the king’s own oxen.
Imanda iyayo Akamba, the Kamba's own cakes.
Numba yakiwe mundu, the man’s own house.

" The following are the forms taken by the pre- -
position -a, of, when used vwth the several classes
of nouns :— ,

"' Class I Sing. wa. Plur. a.

. II. wa. .ya
,: ] I Io :’, yﬂ. :" 32N
o 1v. 9ha. ” iya.
. » V. ya. ga.

” VL ,- wa. " 8.
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Class VIL Sing. ka. Plur. twa.
» VIIL , wa wa.
» Xt ,, kwa , kwa..

REFLECTIVE Pnoxouzis.
Self is oxpressed by the use of the word ny'o,
* heart; as— . ‘

Ny'o'yakwa, my heart, myself.
Ng'o zetw, our hearts, ourselvos.

Itself, themsclves, etc., are expressed by tho use '
of the word -ényi, with the propor profix. -
The following table shows the various forms :—

Class . 1. Mundu mwényi, the man himself.
Andu aényi, the men themsolves.
II. Muti mwenyi, the tree itself.
Miti yénys, the trees themselves.
XL Numba yényi, the house itsolf,
Numba zényi, the houses thomselves,
1V. Kimanda chényi, the cake itsolf,
Imanda syénys, the cakes themselves,
V. Itumbi iyenyi, the egg itself.
Matumbs gényi, the oggs themsolves.
VI. Uwathi mwenys, the song itsolf,
Mbaths zényi, tho songs thomuelves.
', VIL Kaindo kaényi, the insect itself.
. Tuindo twényi, the insects themselves.
»w VIIL. Wandu wényi, the place iteclf.
Wandu wénys, the places themselves.
IX. Kuthaima kwényi, the hunting itself.
Kulh?a'mg kwenyi, the huntings them-
selves, :

Muwénys is used to donote myself aud thyself.
Aényi is used to denote ourselves and youreelves.

”
”
”
”

”.

”
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DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS.

There are three sets of domonstrative pronouns—

1. Those referring to objects near at hand.
2. Those referring to things at a distance.
8, Those denoting objects beforc-mentioned.

1. This or that, thesc or those, of objects mnear
at hand.

Class I. Mundu uya, this man.
Andu aya, theso men.
T II. Muts uya, this tree.
- Miti iya, those trocs.
v III. Numba iya, this houso.
Numba ziya, these houses.
- IV. Kimanda kiya, this cake.
. Imanda iya, these cakes.
" V. Itembi ii, this egg.
: Matumbi gaa, these cggs.
» VI. Uiwathi uu, this song.
’ Mbaths zii, these songs.
w  VIL. Kaindo kii, this insect.
Twindo twit, these insects.
i »w VIII. Wandu waa, this place or these
. places. . )
w - IX, Kuthaima kwaa, this hunting
these huntings. !

2. That or those yonder at some distance.

Class 1. Mundu uuya, that man.
4 Andu aaya, those men. .
w 1L Muti uuya, that tree.
Mits isya, thoso trecs.
» III, Numba iiya, that house.
* 7 Numba gitya, those houscs.
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Class 1V. Kimanda kiiya, that cake
Imanda tiya, those cakes.
w V. Itumbi iiya, that egg.

Matumbi gaiya, those cggs.
w VL Uwathi uuya, that song.
Mbathi zitya, those ongs.
»w  VIL Kaindo kaaya, that insect. .

Tuindo tunya, thosoe inseots.
»' VIII. Wandu waaya, that place or thosc
laces.
,  IX. Kuthaim kuuya, that hunting -or
those huntings.

8. This or that, these or those, referring to things
before referred to..

Class I. Mundu uyu, that man.
o Andu awu, those men.
» II. Muti uyu, that tree.
: Miti 1yu, those trees.
" III. Numba sys, that house.
Numba 2tyu, those houses.
" 1V. Kimanda kiyu, that cake.
Imanda iyu, those cakes.

" V. Itumbi iyu, that egg.
Matumbsi gayu, those eggs.
- V1. Uwaths uyu, that song.
°  Mbathi ziyu, those songs.
» VII. Kaindo kayu, that insect.
Twindo tuyu, those insccts.
»w  VIII. Wandu tcayu, that place or thosc
Pplaces.
» IX. Kuthaima kuys, that hunting
or those huntings.

To point out a person or thing at & great distance
off, the second class of demonstrative pronouns is used,
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stress being laid on the final syllable. The greater
the stress and the more the voice rises into a falsetto,
the greator is tho distance denoted ; as—

Mix uuya, that man there. :
, Mtu uuyas, that man further off.
Miu uuyaaa, that ono still further away.

Often tho demonstrative pronoun is doubled to

. donote a particular place or thing; as—

Umama paapaa, you may stand just hero.
Umama paayapaaya, you may stand just there.

Tho forms, “It is I,” It is thou,” otc., are ex-
pressed by using the syllable ni, preceded by the
pereonal pronoun ; as— :

'Ninge ni, itis I Nithi i, it is we.
Niwe i, it is thou. Inyui ai, it is you,
Miya wi, it is he. . Acho wi, it is they.

Niya uyu, that is he. Tiya uyu, that is not he.
- Nucho! nucho! thero it is] thoro it is!

RELATIVE PRONOUNS.

Apparontly thoro is not a sot of rolative pro-
nominal profixcs in-uso, as in Swahili,

When the relativo is tho subjoot of tho scntonoo,
it is expressed by a simple statement ; as— -

. Mundu, anyenda, the man, ho loves me; the man
who loves me, -

, . (the trees, they will bear fruit;
Ak, yakojia mabdct {tho trees whi?h will bear fruit. .
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the man, he cut trees yester-
: day; ho will come’ to-
Mundu yunayatiliemiti) morrow. o
iyo, akanka choko Jthe man who out trces
yosterday will come to-
MOITOW,

When the rolative is the object of tho sontence,
the proper objective prefix is used, both beforoc and
with the verb; as—

the men, them, I fed them;
Andu a ninaaithiie |the men whom I fed.

the cake, it, they will catit; . -

Kimanda ki akakiiya jthe cake which they will
. eat. ' :
the trces, them, we shall cut
Miti § tukaitila choko them to-morrow;
. the trees which wo shall cut
to-morrow.
the insect, it, I saw it ycster-
Kaindo ka ninakaonie) day.
iyo the inseot which I saw
yesterday.
0 men, thom, thoy saw thom
yestorday ; they will not
Andu a manaaonieiyo,] comeo to-morrow ;

adikanka choko the mon whom thoy saw
yestorday will not como
to-morrow, .

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS.
Some fow interrogatives are not variable ; as—

Who? nu? ‘What? chau?
When? ndi ? Where? naku?
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Some of these mterrogatxm take the variable
pronominal referring to the person or thing
mth which the interrogative is connected ; as—

. Mundn ? what man ?
- ~ Kintn kst wi chau ? whatilthisthing?

dcaians




VERBS.

ALt Kamba verbs ond in -a ; as—

Ku-bigila, to follow.
Ku-tcaa, to divide.

The simplest forin of the verb is used in Kamba,
as in Swahili and English, for the second peison
singular of the imporativo; as—

Bigila, follow; Waa, divide.
Ananga, destroy ; Ukila, depart.
Tala, count ; Kunika, cover.

The sccond person plural is formed by suflixing
the vowel -i to the form of tho - second person
singular; as—

. Uka, come ; Ukai, como ye.
Bigilai, follow ye;  URilai,.dopart ye.
Talm‘, count yo ; Kunikai, cover ye.

~ There is & negative as well as an affirmative con-

Jjugation, in both of which the persons and tenses are
denoted by profixes.

The various prefixes, togethor with the verb, form,
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'gcnm‘l:f. one word only, and these when examined
separately denote the person, number, tense, mood,
subject, and object.

InpicaTive Moob.
Present Tense.

"This tenso answors to the common English prosont
tcnse, as I go, I hunt, I love, oto, It is formed by
prefixing -a- to the verb. This is precedod by tho
subjoctive case of the personal pronoun; as—

N-a-thaim-a, I hunt.
Class. Sing. . Dlur,
I. N-a-thaim-a, T hunt. Tw-a-thaim-a, wo hunt.
W-a-thaim-a, - thou M-a-thaim-a, you
huntest. , . hunt.
Y-a-thain-a-, ho or she . M-a-thaim.a, thoy
hunts. hunt. :
II. W-a-end-a Y-a-end-a
III. Y-a-end-a Z-a-end-a

)
!
i IV. Ch-a-end-a Y-a-end-a
‘ - V. Y-a-end-a it likes, G-%-end-a they -

VI. W-a-end-a Z-a.end-a [ liko,
" VII. K-a-end-a Twa-end-a
{ VIII. W-a-end-a W-a-end-a
- IX. Kw-a-end-a | Kw-a-end-a | .

Present Twperfect Tonse,

* This tense is formed by prefixing the sign -ki- to
the verb. It is also used as tho English prosent.

participlo. o ,,
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Class. Sing.’ ' Dilur.
I Ni-ki-thaim-a, I am Tu-ki-thaim-a, we aro
hunting. hunting.
U-ki-thaim-a, thou M-ki-thaim-a,” yon aro
wast hunting,. hunting.
A-ki-thaim-a, ho or sho  Ma-ki-thaim-a, thoy
was hunting. aro lnmtiug.
I1. U-ki-end-a Lki-end-a
111, I-ki-end-a Zi-ki-end-a
1V. Ki-ki-end-a I-ki-ead-a thoy
V. Lki-cud-a itis  Ga-ki-end-a wy
VI. U-ki-end-a liking. Zi-ki-end-a n?.""
- VIIL. Ka-ki-end-a Tu-ki-end-a 1king.
- VIII. Wa-ki-end-a Wa-ki-end-a
IX. Ku-ki-end-a | Ku-ki-end-a |

DPast Imperfect Tense.

Tho past imporfoot is formoed by profixing tho
sign -ku- to tho verb. ‘

Class, Sing. Dlur,
I. N-gu-thaim-a, I was Tu-ku-thaim-a, we
wnting. wero hunting.

M-kn-thaim-a, you
woro hunting.
M-ku-thaim-a, they
woro hunting,

U-ku-thaim-a, thou
wast hunting,
A-lu-thaim-a, ho or sho

was hunting,
I1. U-ku-end-a Ikw-end-a )
111, Ikw-end-a Zi-kiw-cnd-a
1V, Ki-kw-cnd-a Lkw-end-a tl
V. I-kw-end-a it was Ga-kw-end-a [ | '1:’;
VI U-kw-end-a [ liking, Zi-kw-end-a .+ T
VII. Ka-kw-end-a " Tu-kw-end-a | M6
VII1, Wa-ku-end-a Wa-ku-end-a |
IX. Kn-ko-end-a | Ku-kw-end-a |

KAMBA,
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Class

P T

I

VERBS.,

Dresent Perfect Tense.

Sing.
Ni-thaim-iti,
hunted.
U-thaim-iti, thou hast
hunted.
Yu-thaim-iti, ho or she

I have

This tenso is formed by changing tho final -a of
the verb into -itiy and prefixing tho porsonal
pronoun.

Plur,
Tu-thaim-iti, we havo
hunted. :
Mu-thaim-iti, you have
huntod.
Ma-thaim-iti, thoy
havo hunted.

e e e . e 0w m vt i ok P ek a2 lma? -

" VIII. Wa-wend-st¢

. has hunted.
II. U-thaim-iti )
III. I-thaim-iti
IV. Ki-thaim-its -
V. Ithaim its
"VI. U-thaim-its
VII. Ka-thaim-iti -
VIII. Wa-thatm-iti
IX. Ku-thaim-iti |

Or with the verb Lwenda, to like or love.

I1. U-wend-iti
IIL. I-wend-sti
IV. Ki-wend-iti

V. I wend-iti L
VI U-wend-its

VII. Ka-wend-iti

| it has
hunted.

it has
liked.

IX, Ku-wend iti |

. Ku-thaim-iti |

I-thaim-iti
Zi thaim-iti
I-thatm-iti

o e ﬂl(t
Qa-thaim-iti Y
Zisthaim-st¢ havo

Tu-thaim-iti
Wa-thaim-1its

Lwend-iti
Zi-wend-iti
T-wend-iti
Ga-wend-iti
Zi-wend-iti
Tu-wend-iti

Wa-twend-iti
Ku-wend-iti J

Past Derfect Tense,

This tense is formed by changing tho final -a of
the vorb into -fe, and profixing tﬁl

hunted.

they

- have

loved.

o tonse sign -na,
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hunted.

U-na-thaim-ie,
hunted.

Yu-na-thaim-te, he or

sho hunted.
IL. U-na-end-ie
II1. I-na-end-ie
IV. Ki-na-end-ie
V. I-na-end-te
VI. U-na-cnd-ie
VII. Ka-na-end-ic
VIII. Wa-na-end-ie

VERBS,

L. Ni-na-thaim-ie, I

thon

| it
liked.

1X. Ku-na-cnd-ic |

_ Plur.

Tu-na-thaim-ie,

hunted.

Mu-na-thaim-ie,

hunted.

Ma-na-thaim-se,

hunted.
I-na-end-ie )
Zi-na-end-ie
Ina-end-ie
Ga-na-end-ie
Zi-na-end-ie
Tu-na-end-ie
Wa-na-end-ie
Ku-na-end-ie |

Future Tense.

we

ye
thoy

| they

liked,

This tonse is formed by prefixing tho sign -v- td
tho simplo form of the verb.

Class. Sing.

L N-ga-thaim-a, 1 shall Tu-ka-thaim-a,

hunt.
U-lka-thaim-a,

wilt hunt.
A-ka-thaim-a,

thou

ho or

sho will hunt.

II. U-ka-end-a )
111. I-ka-end-a
IV. Ki-ka-end-a

V. I-ka-end-a
VI. U-ka-end-a

VIIL. Ka-ka-end-a
VIII. Wa-ka-end-a

| it will
like.

IX. Ku-ka-end-a |

Plur.
wo
shall hunt, v
Mu-ka-thaim-a, yo will
hunt.
Ma-ka-theim-a,  thoy
will hunt.
Lia-end-a )
Ziikmd-a ,
I-ka-end-a '
Ga-ka-end-a | t‘l‘:?“l’
Zi-ka-end-a lik
T'u-ka-end-a tke.
Wa-ka-end-u
Ku-ka-end-a |
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InrgrATIVE MooD.
The simplost form of tho verb is used for the

et oa

T f - imperative. 'The plural is formed by changing the
L final -a into -ai ; as—
A : '
s 1 Enda, love thou. Endai, love yo.
i . Thaim-a, hunt thon, Thaim-ai, hunt yo,
j B ~ Thek-a, langh thou. Thck-ai, laugh ye.

Ickan-a, forgivo thou.  Ickan-ai, forgive ye.

Sussuxcrive Moop.

This tonse is formed by changing the final -a of
the verb into -e. '

Class. Sing. - Plur.

L. Ni-thaim-e, that I may Tu-thaim-e, that we

hunt. may hunt.
U-thaim-e, that you Mu-thaim-e, that ye

may hunt. "~ may hunt.
Yu-thaim-e, that he or Ma-thaim-e, that thoy

she may hunt, may hunt.

II. U-thaim-e ] Ithaim-e
IIL, Lthaim-e Zi-thaim-e

1V. Ki-thaim-e <, I-thaim-e that
V. L-thaim-e Lth“t 1t Ga-thaim-o | they
VI. U-thaim-e hma{ Zi-thaim o may
; VIIL. Ka-thain-e unk  ry-thaim-e hunt.
3 VIIL. Wa-thaim-e - . Wa-thaim-e
1X. Ku-thaimec | © Ku-thaim-e |

"Theso forms of the subjunctive mood are also used
as imperatives, and are the only forms that can be
80 usod in first and third porsons.
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When usod with an intorrogative, it asks, * Am I
to,” or *Is ho to,” oto.; ng—

Ni-iy-e ndi? when am I to cat? :
Yu-chok-¢ ndi ? whon is ho to roturn? .

The subjunctive is the proper form to express a
Enrposo or objoct, and must be often used whero in
uglish an imperative is employed ; as—
U-thumw-6 u-chok-o wmiduki, rost, that you may
~ roturn quickly.

InrFiNiTIVE Moob.

The infinitive is formed by profixing tho syllablo
ku- to the simple form of the verh; as— -

Ku-thi, to go. Kuw-enda, to love.
Ku-tia, to forsake. Ku-kuna, to flog.

!

[y U 6} .
The -u- before a, ¢, i, beconics -10- ; as in— = # % P
- Kw-enda, to love. Kuo-ickana, to forgivo.
i Kuw-ina, to dance. = Kw-ausia, to go astray.

Tho infinitivo is used as a noun to donoto tho
action of the verb; as—

Kuwenda, loving. Kuwaa, dividing,

NEeGATIVE TENSES.
Present Tense.

All Kamba verbs may be used with nogativo pro-
ﬁxelz:; Theso revorso the . forms of the aflirmativo
vorbe. '
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Tho negativo presont is formed by profixing the
syllable -di- to the simple form of the verb.

Class. Sing. Pluy.,
I, N.di-thaim-a, I do not Tu.di-thaim-a, wo do
hunt. not hunt.
U-di-thaim-a,thou dost Mu-di-thaim-a, yo do
not hunt. not hunt.
A-di-thaim-a, ho or sho Ma-di-thaim-a, thoy do
. does not hunt. not hunt.
I1. U-di-thaim-a ) I-di-thaim-a
111, I-di-thaim-a Zidi-thaim-a

- IV. Kidi-thaim-a | . Ldi-thaim-a thoy
v\;. {}d‘;':l:a’:u?i-a | “;:3’203 ‘ 129;;{{;2](«}'";4 | dgt

. U-di-thaim-a " Ki-di-thaim-a n
VIL Kawdi-thain-a | 2% Ty ii_fhain-a | hont.
VIII. Wa-di-thaim-a Wa-di-thaim-a
IX. Ku-di-thaim-a Ku-di-thaim-a |

Negative Past Tense.

" This tonso is mado by placing the tenso sign -na-
botwoon tho nogativo profix aud tho vorb.

Class, Sing. © Plur.
I. N-di-na-thaim-a, I did  Tu-di-na-thaim-a, wo
not hunt. did not hunt,
U-di-na-thaim-a, thou Mu-di-na-thaim-a, yo
didst not hunt. *  did not hunt.
A-di-na-thaim-a, ho or Ma-di-na-thaim-a,thoy
sho did not hunt. did not hunt.
1I. U-di-na-end-a ) Idi-na-end-a )
111, I.di-na-end-a Zi-di-na-end-a

1V, Ki-di-na-end-a it did I-di-na-end-a | tho
v\;. {r-fg-nacmsa ln:): ga;;li-»a-m‘rll-a | did

, U-di-na-end-a | i-di-na-end-a [ not
VII. Ka-di-na cnd-a hko' Tu-di-na-end-a | like.

IX. Kn-di-na-end.a | Kudinaenda| =
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Negative Future Tense.

This tenso is formod by placing tho tenso sign -ka- -
botweon tho negativo prefix and tho vorb,

Clas«, Sing. Dlur. .
1. N-di-ka-thaim-a,Ishall Tu-di-la-thaim-a, wo
not hunt. shnll not hunt.
U-di ka-thaim-a, thou Mu-di-ka-thaim-a, yo
shalt not hunt. shall not hunt.

. A-di-ka-thaim-a, ho or Ma-di-ka-thaim-a, thoy
sho shall not hunt. shall not hunt.
11. U-di-ka-end-a ) I-di-ka-end-a
111. I-di-ka-end-a Zi-di-ka-end-a
1V. Ki-di-ka-end-a | . Lwill I-di-ka-end-a | thoy
V. Ldi-ka-end-a | ‘t Ga-di-ka-end-a | will
VI, U-di-ka-end-a | oy = Zi-di-ka-end-a | not

VI1I. Ka-di-ka-cnd-a like. Tu-di-ka-end-a | like. - ~
VIII. Wa-di-ka-en-da Wa-di-ka-cud-a
IX. Ku-di-ka-end-a | Ku-di-ka-cnd-a

The Negative Tmperative

Ts formed by using tho particle di hoforo the sim-
plost form of tho vorb; as— -

Di thaim-a, hunt not. Di-thatm-as, hﬁnt yo not.

" The Negative Subjunctive

Is formed by prefixing tho negative sign -di- to the
subjunctive form of tho verb; as— :

M-di-thaim-¢, that I may not hunt.
Tu-di-thaim-e, that we may not hunt, -




;

FRRTIPEN
e

( 40 ) )
ADVERBS, PREIOSITIONS, AND CON-
\ JUNCTIONS.

ADVERDS,

Tarsk follow the words thoy qualify, and are ofton
.used as onclitics; as—

Ku-kuna muno, to flog sovorely,
Midukimno, vory fast.

"+ Adverbs are formed by using the preposition kwa

~ with infinitives and substantives; as—

Kiea-ku-manda, scarchingly,
Kiea-ku-thauka, playfully.
Kiwa miuo, swootly.

Kwa uthuku, badly.

. i PRETOSITIONS, v
As in Swahili, thero are but few propositions in
the Kawnba langunago. | ' :
Na and a1, and. Y-a, of. .
Kuwa, for. Kwa, from.
Kwn uma, sinco.
CONJUNCTIONS.
Thore are a fow words usod as conjunctions; as—
Na, and. Ndi, but.

" The oonjunction is often oxpreasod in the verb
used, espocially by the subjunctive.
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